Council Accomplishments for 2004

Budget:

The Council...

Approved a $2.2 billion increase in the Capital Budget — $271
million for schools, and $521 million for transportation. Added
710 new classrooms over next 6 years by opening or reopening
10 schools, building 21 additions, and including additions as
part of modernizations. Added gyms to all 33 elementary
schools built without gyms.

Reduced the property tax rate by one cent, resulting in $11
million in tax relief.

Approved funding to support smaller class size and reading and
math improvements in the school system.

Expanded full-day kindergarten to 17 additional schools (56 to
73).

Approved funds for 250 more kids in pre-kindergarten, as well
as more funding for school health services and Child
Assessment Center.

Fully funded Montgomery College’s operating budget request
and doubled College capital spending.

Added “Freewheeling Days” for free bus service in congested
areas, lowered Ride-On pass prices, increased Fare Share/
Super Share incentives for employers to encourage their
employees to use mass transit, and extended Ride-On hours
Approved construction of the Montrose Parkway.

Added funding for the new Glenmont garage.

Added $7.5 million for road and transit improvements to
address traffic congestion.

Added monies for tree maintenance.

Added a third Fire recruit class and added additional FRS
personnel for Kensington, Rockville, Germantown stations.
Approved new district police stations in
Gaithersburg/Montgomery Village and Silver Spring.



Restored $300,000 in library staffing; restored hours of
operation at the Bethesda, Gaithersburg, and Wheaton
libraries; increased collections budget, approved funding to
construct Rockville & Germantown libraries.

Increased funding for local Earned Income Tax Credit by $2.6
million.

Established Asian American Health Program.

Increased funding for in-home aid, chore services, and respite
services for seniors and disabled adults, and increased senior
transportation services.

Expanded Maternity Partnership Program.

Increased mental health services for children who are victims of
domestic violence and for vulnerable adults, expanded mental
health services at Multicultural Health Center, and expanded
homeless shelter capacity and case management.

Restored funding for 10 middle-school “Rec Extra” programs
and restored some recreation funds for the 26 middle schools
without Rec Extra programs.

Funded construction of Germantown Indoor Swim Center and
new Damascus Community Center.

Approved funding to open new Conference Center.

The Council also...

Updated the County’s “Moderately-Priced Dwelling Units”
program to extend the time period during which properties
remain affordable, severely limit the ability of developers to “buy
out” of their MPDU requirements, and provide greater flexibility
for building height and density for high-rise projects that include
MPDUs.

Funded completion of Strathmore Performing Arts Center
without requiring more County money to cover cost overruns.
Approved an Upper Rock Creek Master Plan that preserves
open space and stream quality and creates a Special
Protection Area while limiting development.

Revised County taxicab laws to increase competition and
improve customer service.



Revised County towing rules to protect consumers while
adequately regulating and compensating tow truck operators.
Approved program to enable County employees and retirees to
purchase prescription maintenance drugs from Canada.
Initiated County discount drug card program to give all County
residents up to 20 percent off prescription drug prices.
Strengthened the County’s recycling efforts by requiring
recycling of cardboard and delivering the large blue rolling
“toters” to all County households.

Revised “Carry-In, Carry-Out” policies by restoring trash cans to
stream valley parks.

Required defibrillators in County health clubs.

Established a County “Community Pharmacy” to service the
network of 12 non-profit clinics that serve the uninsured.
Established a County Homeland Security department.
Focused attention on problems with fire & rescue vehicle
maintenance and purchase shortfalls and worked to craft plan,
providing $700,000 in initial funding.

Approved $200,000 to boost minority recruitment in the
County’s Fire & Rescue Services.

Reorganized MCFRS under a single County-wide fire chief to
draw clear lines of authority and accountability.

Limited the construction of certain “Big Box” stores.

Allowed greater flexibility for equestrian facilities in rural areas.
Established criteria/process for matching/incentive County Arts
and Recreation Partnership grants.

Approved new standards for cable modem service.
Established a list of County senior sites & others with
vulnerable populations for Pepco to use in restoring power.
Held Town Hall meetings in Germantown, Rockuville,
Kensington, and Aspen Hill.

Restored funds to mail copies of tax bills to County residents
whose taxes are paid by mortgage companies.

Worked to increase accountability at the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission by approving two new WSSC
commissioners.

Approved lawsuit settlement that would remove all remaining
billboards in the County while allowing privately-funded bus
shelters throughout the County that include advertising.



e Approved $100,000 assistance for small businesses harmed by
County redevelopment projects.

e Gave County managers more authority to address disruptive
behavior in County buildings.

e Approved a separate deferred compensation plan for County
employees who are union members.
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